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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SF. PINS, PINT 

SUBJECT: SOWETO MARCH TURNS INTO CONFRONTATION WITH POLICE 
REF: JOHANNESBURG 937, 955, 954 

1 . SOWETO'S PROTEST AGAINST RENT INCREASES TURNED TO VIOLENCE 
WHEN THE CROWD, ESTIMATED AT 10,000, REACHED JABULANI URBAN 
BANTU COUNCIL HALL. UNTIL THAT TIME, SOWETO POLICE CHIEF JAN 
VISSER KEPT HIS MEN AT A DISTANCE AND ALLOWED THE STUDENTS TO 
MARCH THROUGH THE STREETS PEACEFULLY. A 

SOURCE HAS REPORTED VISSER HAD MADE AN AGREEMENT WITH SSRC LEADER 
MOTSISI TO KEEP HIS MEN BACK IF THE STUDENTS KEPT THE MARCH PEACEFUL. 
THE MARCH WAS PEACEFUL UNTIL A CROWD STARTED THROWING ROCKS 
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AT JABULANI AND TRIED TO FORCE THEIR WAY INTO THE UBC CENTER TO 

BURN IT, AT WHICH POINT TEARGAS WAS FIRED, AS WELL AS SOME 

WARNING SHOTS. THREE DEMONSTRATORS WERE WOUNDED 

(REFTEL) HOWEVER ONE WITNESS TOLD CONOF THAT ONE OF THESE MAY 

HAVE BEEN HIT BY A BURSTING TEAR GAS CONTAINER. A TOTAL OF 47 

PEOPLE HAVE BEEN REPORTED ARRESTED AS OF EARLY THIS MORNING HOWEVER 

POLICE ARE STILL HEAVILY PATROLLING THE TOWNSHIPS. 
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2. SOWTO LAST NIGHT WAS REPORTED AS "SIMMERING 1 WITH SPORADIC 
CLASHES BETWEEN GROUPS OF ROCK THROWING YOUTHS AND POLICE. 

THERE HAVE BEEN NO FURTHER REPORTS OF GUNSHOT WOUUNDS. 

3. BRIGADIER VISSER HAS PLAYED THIS POTENTIALLY NASTY SITUATION 
COOLY AND WOULD SEEM TO HAVE ACTED WITH RESTRAINT. 

THIS INCIDENT. FROM ALL REPORTS, COULD HAVE BEEN AS SERIOUS AS 
THOSE OF LAST JUEN.BUT FOR THE FACT THAT 

IT APPEARS BOTH SIDES HAVE LEARNED SOME LESSONS FROM THAT TRAGEDY 
AND USED CAUTION IN THEIR DEALINGS WITH THE OTHER. THE ROLE THE 
SSRC PLAYED IN MOUNTING A MARCH OF 10,000 SHOWS THE STILL VERY POWE- 
FUL INFLUENCE THAT GROUP EXERTS. A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION 
REPORTS THAT A GRUDGING RESPECT (THOUGH BY NO MEANS NECESSARILY 
LIKING EACH OTHER) BETWEEN SSRC'S MOTSISI AND POLICE CHIEF VISSER 
KEPT VICTIMS OF AT LEAST THIS CONFRONTATION TO A MINIMUM. 

KIRBY 
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